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immorality and the agenda of reform toward enhanced parties. The regression and probit analyses for
the 109th Congress demonstrate that the Representatives of the U. S. House have kept their
representativeness even after the reform by reflecting their constituencies' preferences in their policy
preferences and roll-call voting. Intraparty homogeneity and interparty heterogeneity as the product of
the congressiona reform appear to have interacted with their constituencies and contributed to the
polarization of the constituencies.

Key words: U.S. congressional reform, Strengthening of parties, Representativeness of the U.S.
House, Party-centered reform, Congtituency-centered reform

The Equal Employment Policy Process|n Japan:
Women's Representation, Beliefs, I nstitutional Structure

Lee, Ji Young

The purpose of this essay is to analyze Japanese equal employment policy process focusing on
women's representation, policy actors beliefs, ingtitutiond structure and explain why Japanese Equal
Employment Opportunity Law isweak, nonthless Japan is democratic post-industrial state and there are
strong and evident women'’s activities for women's rights and equal treatment. The examinations find
that first closed ingtitutional structure constrained the accesses of magjor women's groups to the process
of policy decision making and implement, women’s needs for elimination discrimination against women
in employment were not represented. Second, even though women's descriptive representation was not
low, unshared policy actors beliefs about the goal and instruments of equal employment policy made
policy process was incremental and women'’s substantive representation was not able to be high. Third,
for incorporation of women's needs and interests into the policy process, especially women's
participation in decison making and implement of policy should be taken, but the direct placement of
women did not guarantee the women's substantive representation. In conclusion, this essay asserts that
women's needs and interests are to represent into policy process, ingtitutiona arrangement has to be
done to feminist activists can participate in policy process and to actors can share beliefs on policy.

Key words: The Equal Employment Policy, Women's Representation, Beliefs, | nstitutional
Structure
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